Unethical Journalism: A line supporting the 
Surgical strike was inserted in my published 
article 


Abhay Kumar, Beyond Headlines, March 2, 2019 


Early morning on Friday, | was eagerly waiting to read ‘Dastavez’ 
published in “Roznama Rashtriya Sahara”, Urdu. But | was shocked to find 
a sentence added to my original draft in the published copy, calling 
surgical strike ” necessary” Dastavez is published every week on Friday in 
almost all editions of Roznama Rashtriya Sahara. For last one year, | have 
quite often contributed to Dastavez. 

Two days back, | was asked to contribute a piece on coming Friday’s 
edition, March 1, 2019, which was planned to cover Pulwama attack on 
CRFPjJawans. 


e 


| wbeb, 


vat Ux bein, 


fi ndlg pS bilder tg ales tk QiSiil g5tisapitih see: sell adipdle ilp 


Bel 2) Saale — sal al —heemal aseal ah) 


Pe - wa 


tetas Cental |, 
Peek Lael seal ahead on aka A — ceed acl ale Yn ache 


coll ated 


and) 


ol Get tad pa Gell 991 39 path 5G end pe tata) tid ttt) (8 


PASO NS pa Gat le cS yo tl OS cal oS aly ul yg tl 


aioe tet mantel aye 
oy Rug fated -C ile dritet 

SAS Sato Srcte SUL POL? 
Seg tte tA fe Vita pasate 
Et reiloteut ge seesd Phys IumSitih, 
(2 cfotni nth, Lining le 
LL LAM Mt et hitieige 
Spin gcttc pbb BH beue s 
Leth tuLel, A hein or EE, ibn AEF 
WPDL Nhe rhflLe 7 ensiiees 
eat tyhe LiMo Paseo ded 
ESM Gaeta Moe New 
et JesioS ite Sous er Lr iat 
SERe pee pdr ini h_¢ 


v eps hgh aerate nn lara B! 
Le ar tid Whe Mace SA GK3 
cet. hl Sika ky Meet let 
hain tins Suid tine. 
hPemployei LedigleastMe 
Li lesoShrte Sane urVreLLu 
Soni ne Vas Mb BLUeg 
Zz, Sen atnc iS Soudurlusnee 
Sar Sidecte shen reidatatd Lyi ho 
J fe-340 Pi futon tSi bere oe 
cafe ttulp adn SoAst 


Aint pc rea ntutyd £ nie tel 
Mora CL ith, br Me ons 
ch PL wel 

CLE Ainh i paca ALI po 
SU Ca re ASA EY 
Aran ngars iach, fSretrngqli sume 
LeArsagcr A SI Ailes = 
Site rp hile Gi uihots 
wre Wilernlembsf ch RL 
Pee cranpaerr © 
LA ee 3B Aste}, Lie 
Pree atva = Hulse. eo 
bietb RA Sp Datephont/ Ins Anbdh 

Lite me as ts LK x 


fap bin bh bette Kaas 
Ah Soa WIRE SPL shore 
ASL Lb eps ase rtm pions 
Ka intorag LE ena te Set 
BL LALA Ae Nae aps baehe A 

LK ethers 

LP BL SAL gh PeE AS 

u prieede TO SAS I beg k wae 
Pe ASG LES AY eh PS A Py 
Saal fe phi tots eal yteti 


ents (PSE os Ai LITE 


i#e¢ page Te 
ees 


oS exo! 


Seen Ne wimg SAL tAGL 
<e! Dk aLisEin vw sui 
Kellan pyerre inher 
i year jhe dahon 360 
PA ae SLES hes iteembk 
oi Be Rial ia tga bnnt 
“a dvinnaghld re Lit? (ee 
toreed Css Tee 
Kap reaPha pu DAB trta ra BIL 
Hbuehincre [thc Wee sF Sie 
Lesa P SILANE NGM 
a WR Ay eh F hc RE "ai ba 
ree phe tt Use Geen 
LK thee gid helen ret 
Bee WVESe phe cps ett 
POS Ap A Leg ASAE Sa Si “ns 
eh bkerikicd Gaston 
PL stn LP DLS Ath ILL 
Sel VSL VBE tip) be S 
SRF eI vere ioith WAS L 
Mp lb LVL nia 
we Fit BS Srne oy? ho” 
Hh del A ty tus P oe 
Wee ety CUPL Bal 
ar Guce hifi nd Lihate, 
StS a Se ee NB LGIMASU 
Scent eS, Se Luks et ber Shires 4 
SL PLA IV LISS Mae Y 
WE MA tea re SSL UY 


" ahh Be ratte a uraStp 


KS PLR er Seu Sale 
Sep tretomtea bstiicusettear 
eee PlemieKe LieSA 
SS, eet en tACaL ete 
Viragh LVlese SP ihe prof 
é Zing A fl sen siaseg wiz La 

Ai bach gobs atiee Lib, L 

ety pier Petes A 


eS s0F, cae <y- Sena P 
Arete SEK (ae Ome NE Gonenft 
VINA? 2 pASLS, LAY 


SAL FISOL MEL Bistt Lake 


| told the editor of the page that my article would cover the issues related 
to the sudden spurt in attacks on Kashmiris, minorities and leftists or 
dissenters. The editor agreed. 


| sent the draft to Roznama Sahara two days back on Wednesday, March 
27, 2019. But the published article contains a line which | have not 
written. It seems that the line was inserted in the text at the last 
movement. 


This act is simply unethical because it goes against the very sprit of the 
article. This also brings my image into disrepute. 


The added line is as follows, 

“lei sogno Oy OY OS DieSew Gaw 95 Ug25 culo Dill” 

Albatta dahshat gardo ko sabaq sikhane ne liye yah zaroori tha 

The English translation of this line is as follows: “However, the attack on 
terrorists was necessary to them.” 


Nowhere in the text, | have justified the Surgical strike across the border. 
Like you, | am also shocked to know the deaths of our CRFP jawans in the 
suicide attack. | can feel how difficult it had been for the affected families 
and relatives. My own uncle’s son, who was in the army, died during the 
service. | felt shivered to recall all this. 


In spite of this, my position is not in favour of escalating military war. We 
all know the cost of war between two nuclear countries. That is why | 
doubt if launching a surgical strike was the only option left with the 
government. The realists may call me naive but my idealism does not 
allow me to advocate war. 

That is why | wrote on social media soon after the Pulwama attack that “1 
am against war”. | also wrote, “War is no solution”. | also condemned 
violence and maintain peace “at any cost”. 
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Dear Khawer Hasan Saheb 
Aadab 


Thank you very much for publishing my article on the post- 
Pulwama development. 


My published article in Dastavez, Roznamaabout the 
unfortunate development following the Surgical strike in 
which some anti-social elements got involved in carrying 
out attack on our Kashmiri brothers, minorities and Leftists. 
In the piece, | have condemned the act of violence. | am 
grateful to you for publishing it. 


However, | have never said in my original draft that | sent 
you that the surgical strike was necessary (zaroori) for 
teaching a lesson (sabaq) to the terrorists. 

| checked my draft again. | found that a sentence appearing 
in the published story has been added and | did not write in 
the original text. 


The added line is as follows, 


"LS 599H> wy ad S SUAS ps Sew 9S 4998 Cuts wed” 


It is within the same spirit | wrote the above-mentioned article for 
Roznama Sahara. Alas, a sentence was inserted into the article which calls 
the surgical strike “necessary” (zaroori) for teaching a lesson (Ssabaq) to 
terrorists. 


Disassociate myself with the added line, | wrote a mail to Roznama 
Rashtriya Sahara in the morning. 


| have not received a reply so far. | talked to the incharge of Dastavez 
page over phone yesterday but nothing has been done to undo the 
damage. 

The reason why | am sharing this incident to you because it has hit my 
reputation as a writer committed to progressive values. 


| doubt it is a case of irresponsibility or carelessness. Is it not a 
mischievous act? 

| hope the newspaper takes note of my complaint. | hope it soon takes 
necessary action. We need a vibrant and independent press for the 
survival of our democracy. 


https://beyondheadlines.in/2019/03/unethical-journalism-a-line- 
supporting-the-surgical-strike-was-inserted-in-my-published-article/ 


